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Objectives: 
To address the following questions: 

- What is fire adaptedness? 
- How do individuals and community characteristics relate to indicators of fire adaptedness? 
- What are the impacts of community programs intended to enhance fire adaptedness on 

individual mitigation efforts on private property? 
 

Proposed deliverables: 
 
Refereed publications 
RMRS Research Notes 
Conference presentations 
 
Status of data collection and analysis 
Complete 
 
Status of deliverables/findings 
Complete 
 



Status of metadata/datasets 
Complete 
 
Notes/interesting findings 

- The concept of fire adaptedness was consistent across the scale of stakeholders (national vs. 
regional vs. local) in the study. However, notions of how adaption is implemented on the ground 
was a point of departure between those at higher scales in wildfire management and those who 
implement community programs. 
 

- WUI residents in the sample tended to underestimate wildfire risk on their properties relative to 
wildfire professionals.  

 
- The only consistent predictor for levels of defensible space on a given property was the level of 

defensible space on neighboring property, indicating that moving a homeowner to mitigate risk 
may have benefits that spillover from that property.  

 
- Risk averse residents tended to have better defensible space. The majority of the participants in 

the study however, were not risk averse. Rather, they were risk neutral or risk tolerant.  
 

- Focusing outreach and education efforts on risk specific to a parcel might be a more 
constructive way to close the gap between how residents and professionals rate parcel risk.  

 
Future work: 

N/A 
 

Final recommendation 
Project is complete 


