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Prescribed Fire Acceptance by Location

B Agree B Nuetral B Disagree

On private lands in remote forest areas T

On public land in remote forest areas

On private lands around
neighborhoods

On public lands around neighborhoods

% Respondants who agree with Rx fire use here
Presented at the 5t International Fire Ecology and Management Congress in Portland, Oregon on December 5, 2012



Prescribed Fire Percieved Benefits

W Agree M Neutral m Disagree m Don't know

Reduces excess forest fuels

35 578

Reduces risk of large wildfires near
communities

33 7 10 2

Restores forest to more natural

% condition 73 10 12
c
¥ Saves money by less wildfire fightin
e Yy by g g
costst * 69 1 12 |6
Improves wildlife habitat 66 12 14 |7

Creates more smoke in short-term,

but less over time 62 18 11 110

% Respondents that agree with benefits

Presented at the 5t International Fire Ecology and Management Congress in Portland, Oregon on December 5, 2012



Smoke Associated with Prescribed Fire

m Agree M Neutral B Disagree

Smoke is acceptable if it results in
healthier forests

Smoke from prescribed burns is a
necessary inconvenience

% Respondents that agree with statement



Smoke Origins Findings

When | notice smoke, | can usually figure out
it's source *

Disagree
14%
Nuetral
15%




Smoke Acceptability of Different Origins

Wildfire being
. supressed 69 16 1§
&
Y .
o
7 Prescribed fire 55 19 25
= m Agree
= .
»  Agricultural burn 50 p VU= m Neutral
B Disagree
Naturally-ignited fire 50 yAll " Don't know
Vegetation debris pile 48 21 30
Private land refuse 6
burn 4 =2 31

% Respondants that smoke is acceptable







Agencies Meeting Information Needs

Agency fire managers State Federal
Agency Agency

provide... (e (mean)

...enough smoke information so I
can decide what actions I should 4.0 3.8
take

...timely information regarding

smoke 3-9 3-7

...the best available information on
smoke issues

4.0t

All significantly different at p < .001



Trust in Agencies to Achieve Objectives

State Federal
Agency Agency

(mean) (mean)

How would you generally
rate the agencies for...

...how well they manage public
forests in your area? 4.47 4.17

...specifically reducing fire risk? 4.37 4.1t

...for managing smoke? 4.27 4.17

All are statistically significant differences at p < .01 or less.

TIn all cases, residents in South Carolina rated the agencies higher than in the
Western States




Trust in Agencies and Personnel

Trust to Make Good Decisions

Agency/ Personnel Type about Smoke Management
(mean)

State Forestry Department/Division 4.67

Local Forest Service Staff 447

Forestry Consultants

Local/State Air Quality Programs 3-8

Private Landowners
U.S. Federal Agencies

Environmental Protection Agency




Useful Communication Sources

Usefulness of source

Communication Source (15 s e

Educational Workshops
State air quality websites

General web pages

Forestry Agency webpages
Billboards and Road signs

Visitor center/interpretive signs

Conversations with agency staff















