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Abstract Methods

Past studies in southwest Oregon have suggested that many riparian areas of mixed-conifer forest This study design reflects the complexity of a multi-party interdisciplinary venture. After exhaustive efforts the needs of the lead
historically burned with similar frequencies and intensities as associated upland areas and that fire played an agency and private interests ultimately determined the final criteria for study basin selection. The eight selected basins adhere
important role in maintaining these areas. However, extensive fuels treatments implemented by the local to aspects of the original selection criteria developed by the interdisciplinary team. Paired study basins are adjacent and Riparian Fuels Treatment Study Basins
BLM have not been incorporating riparian areas, due to the perception that these areas are sensitive to any Include a perennial and intermittent stream reach. Slope, aspect, elevation, geology, annual precipitation and vegetative
type of anthropogenic disturbance. Land managers lack needed data to support decisions regarding whether qualities are similar between adjacent basins, but differ throughout the study area. Vegetation ranges from mixed-conifer forest, o=
or not to include riparian areas in landscape treatment projects. Our study implemented thin/pile burn and to a mixed-conifer/hardwood forest with patches of oak woodland and shrub within upland and riparian areas. The history of
broadcast burn treatments in riparian areas of intermittent and perennial stream basins, paired with control fire, placer mining and timber activity also varies between basins.
sites that were treated only in the upland, as is the typical prescription. The health of these areas before and Fuels treatments (buffered vs. unbuffered riparian zone) were randomly assigned to basins. The initial year of treatment (2006)
after treatments was quantified using standardized techniques to examine a number of indicators including: included manual fuels reduction (cutting and hand piling) during the winter and spring months. This treatment prescription .
riparian vegetation, hydrological parameters, and avian communities. We present results that determine the removed brushy species and small diameter (<6”) conifers. In 2007 and 2008 winter and spring pile and broadcast burning
effectiveness of fuels treatments and corresponding affects on riparian functions and integrity. Results of this occurred in basins where conditions favored these management applications.
study will offer guidance to land managers in implementing riparian fuels prescriptions in southwest Oregon.
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(WETA), and Pacific-slope Flycatcher (PSFL)(Vickery 1992). Legend /%
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