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Furthering Air Quality and Smoke Management Trainings

Increasing knowledge of air quality impacts on human health is leading to the l

promulgation of more stringent air quality standards. These standards affect
natural resource managers tasked with meeting ecological and management
objectives while simultaneously adhering to the latest air quality standards.
This creates a need for management professionals who are familiar with the
latest air quality regulations, knowledgeable of the air quality effects of their
actions and how to mitigate them, and are capable of interacting with
multiple stakeholders to collaboratively address smoke management and air
quality issues.

To help meet these needs we, alongside the National Wildfire Coordinating
Group's (NWCG) Smoke Committee (SmoC), have and are continuing to
develop a suite of educational materials to help further the knowledge of air
quality and smoke management:

¢ Online trainings are directed at agency fire personnel responsible for
coordinating and collaborating with air quality regulatory agencies at the
state level.

¢ Online tutorials are designed for members of the fire community who are
seeking an overview of air quality impacts and their effects on prescribed and
wild fire management.

* Smokepedia is an online interactive glossary of smoke management terms
and acronyms.

¢ AQ Library contains links to several air quality guides and web sites.

Environment

This online training is a two month program based
upon material from the 2008 and 2009 regional
workshops of the same name, with the addition of
interactive components such as online discussion
groups (right).

Participants view presentations from smoke
management and air quality experts in multiple
agencies. As they advance through

material, participants engage each other in online
discussions where they examine air quality and
smoke management issues they are dealing

with, how they address these issues, and how the
material viewed relates back to their work. Four
main topic areas of this training are:

* Basic air quality regulations and impacts
¢ Multiple perspectives on smoke and air quality
¢ Negotiating and networking

¢ Smoke management plans and approaches
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Effective Communication for Smoke Management in a Changing Air Quality

@ EPA perspectives (38 Messages / 28 New )

To the best of your knowledge what is the information required to
demonstrate that a prescribed burn or wild fire qualifies as an Exceptional
Event? If you have been involved in submitting information for an Exceptional
Event designation, what information did you include, and was it successful?
Note: Please include which EPA region to which you are referring in your post.
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Tutorials

The tutorials provide an overview of material on air quality and
smoke management, and examples of instances where air quality
concerns and management affected each other . These tutorials are
open to all and available at www.cnr.uidaho.edu/wildfire/fact.htm
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Website: www.cnr.uidaho.edu/wildfire/fact.htm

For more information contact:
Josh Hyde, Air Quality and Smoke Management Training
Coordinator, hyde.017@gmail.com

Smokepedia and AQ Library

Smokepedia makes common smoke
management and air quality terms and seect 2 o
acronyms quickly accessible by
alphabetically organizing them in an
online glossary through which users can
search for specific terms. This feature is
also available in the online trainings and
tutorials and is continually updated
based on user input.
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Welcome to Smakepedia

AQ Library, or Air Quality Library, is a list
of links to documents, guides, and
websites used in the development of
the online tutorials and Smokepedia.
This list of materials makes it easy for
users to further pursue documents and
materials to broaden their knowledge on
a range of smoke management and air
quality subjects.
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What Are We Doing Now?

Assessment of NWCG Courses and Positions for Smoke and Air Quality
Content, Training Requirements and Material Delivery

Alongside the NWCG Smoke Committee (SmoC) we are currently reviewing air
quality and smoke requirements in wildfire and Rx fire positions. We are also
reviewing all NWCG courses where smoke and air quality are included. The goal is
to identify what gaps in the different positions are supposed to know about
smoke and air quality and whether they are getting the correct trainings.
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