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"A bunch of
black stficks
sticking up
out of the

ground”
West Creek resident,
2007,
to a Rocky
Mountain News
reporter
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» June 92: 60,000 acres of crown fire
* Mixed-severity fire over the next ftwo weeks

*High: 35%
*Moderate:
sLow: 34%

*Unburned:
*Water <1%
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Did burn severity and timejsince fire Did burn severity and timeﬁfisjnce fire
affect the diversitfacinative affect the diversiticinative
understory plants 7 Lunderstoryplants?s

BUrn severity=tNo
Timeisince fire = Yes

Time since fire affected native
diversity, but burn severity did not

Did the prefire, plahticOimmunity
influence thelcompesiticnief the
natiVeposifireiCommunity ?
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Did'the prefire;plahficBnmunity

influence thelCompEstichief the
nafiVepPesiresCommunity ?

Yes -

wip o s

Many natives returned because of fire
adaptations: for example, sprouting
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Most of the prefire native species
were found in the postfire community

«79% of a plot’s prefire natives were present in
the postiire communify in any year

2003 2004 2005 2006

Many natives returned because of fire

adaptations: for example, sprouting
=>200/species found in plofs)
sSprevling @pilities known fonless

Yes':' i72%
Variable: 11%
No: 17%




Did burn severity and time since fire Did burn severity and time since fire
affect the diversity of exotics? affect the diversity of exotics?

Yes... with a caveat

Burn severily: and time since fire Burn severity and fime since fire
affected exotic diversity affected exoftic diversity
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Caveaf: the numiper of exotics was generally low...
«Statistically significante Sure
*Ecologicdally significanfe Maybe, maybe not




Did the prefire exotic community
influence what was present in the
postfire environment?

Most of the prefire exoftic species
were found in the postfire community

* 68% of a plot’s prefire exotics present in
the postiire communify in any: year

* Unaiifected by burni severiiy: or time since
fire

Did the prefire exotic community
influence what was present in the
posifire environment?

Yes

Most of the prefire exotic species
were found in the postfire community

1997




Most of the prefire exofic species Most of the prefire exotic species
were found in the postfire community were found in the postfire community

1997

Most of the prefire exofic species Most of the prefire exotic species
were found in the postiire community were found in the postfire community
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Are exotic Are exotic
species species
threatening the threatening the
establishment establishment

and growth of and growth of |
natives? natives? Probably not...
yet

Exotic plants are not threatening

, Take home messages
native plants ‘
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