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Brief history of BAER in the US 

•	 1920's: Postfire seeding with native shrubs in CA 
chaparral 

•	 1974: formal USFS BAER program deveJoped; 
annual budget for USFS BAER treatments set ot $2 
miNi.on 

•	 1981: large fires in CA, OR caused expenditures 
to exceed authorized amount; cap removed 

•	 19JtO"s,: BAER policies integrated across different 
Federal' agencies; importance of training, 
monitoring, using native species realized 

Robichaud et 01. 2000, Beyers 2004 

National NFS Total 
Forest Year lac) (hal (ac) 

Rabbit CreeK Boise 1994 94880 38425 94880 
Foothills Boise 1993 139955 56680 257600 
Tyee Creek Complex Wenatchee 1994 105600 42770 140195 
Lowman Complex BOise 1989 95000 38475 95000 
Stanislaus Complex Stanislaus 1987 117980 47780 139980 
ForK Mendocino 1997 61930 25080 82993 
Buffalo Creek Pike-San Isabe! 1998 11320 4585 11900 
Clover Mist Shoshone 1988 194000 78570 387000 
Eighth Street Boise 1997 3160 1280 15193 
Clarks Incident Plumas 1988 30000 12.150 40000 

Fire Year NFS ac burned Total ac burned 

Hayman, CO 2002 

Rodeo-ChediskL AZ 2002 

Area burned 
1973-1998 
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BAER 
Exam Ie: the 2002 Hamon F~rre 

-45% of burned USFS ocres trreaJed! 

- BAER rehab $25 million 

- Monitoring- $39,000 
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BAER 

~: 

- Millions of acres have burned on USFS lands 

- Millions of burned acres have received BAER 
treatments, costing millions and mill.ions and 
mill.ions of dollars 

IN SpnrE OF ALL THIS VERY LITTLE EFFORT HAS BEEN 
PUT INTO MONITORING­

-line effecti!veness of these BAER treatments 

- The effects of BAER treatments on understory 
recovery 
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